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| Congregation at Barben 


After the DEATH of the Reverend 1 
Mr. BI L L „ 0 
And the Reverend | 8 

| Mr HE NR Y, 3 
Urbar Two laſt Pas Sroks- 'Y 


WITH A Fe. 2 


Prefa tory Epiſtle to the Congregation. 


END 0 N; 


| Printed for M. Lawzznce, at the Agel in 
| the Poultry, and 8. Crirrs, at the] 
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The Con gregation af Huch 


Grace and Peace from God the Farut, © 
and from Our Lord N CHRIST, 15 


Toe 


„ * Yu me to wer to jou, who 
ve converſed long and freely — 
on; who have preached the Mord, and 
__—— dmnſtred all other Ordinances often 
10 Jou ; i who have been your necefſary Helper in your 
long Vacancies, and your laſt Reſort, as you welf know; 
in all your Exigencies : Being honourably receitud in 
Jour "Houſes, being an Inmate in ſeveral of your Fats 
lies ; having ad the Kindneſs offered me in more; 
as 4 "deſerved Return to this jour Reſpect, I have lopked 


on it my Duty, to be your honoarary, or gratified 4 
[208 45 Jew ee to call 100 me. ö f 


Honour'd and Beloved Fekinits 5 
Peel, no. Diſica 
N Cauſe to fear its 


ur lebe 2s 
accounted 1 


Jou, My Fa iNN abs: A- 
of Love; and hrs nal ever 1 nas, 
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2 I ment: your offtious Holpet" 
ſo ordering {ny the State: 
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of your ur lle r 
2 Neceſſity and by particular Events of Providence 
calling i io the Work; omni nan; vand by-your wvilun- 
Hairy Calls, nc Inportunities often Tho I never food 
in the pecalias relation of «*Stared\ Paſtor to hon, nur 
ver fought the Flanoar; "wat" even nom of late; mhen 
Sollicitzrion+ ig ht hive. ſeemed proper, and vun Ad. 
miſſion into the' Number of pour Candidates ould 
have been 6205 2 was once and ou you” 


17 hope your e be Talbufventſi ud allow 
me this Honour and Satesfattion tu ſupport me in 
mine unſettled; Shut, und under my fhort\Allowance: as 
4 Preacher of the" Croſs, to ay I have ſerved you with 
& ſincere intention to promort the Good and Edification 
of year Souls; a well ur Irave nm to tate the Comfort 
of expectivo a Rem ard from our Gracions amd GG mou 
. Wo. R Dy at the enwitable. Day of GAs 
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> Lake: Miniſters; WON TMN FuE END d $3 Plas 


30u the Juſtice to decline hebe not wanted their 


DouBLE Hoxous, that have laboared in the Word 
and Doltrine among jog! un the Relation» of Paſtors , 
Nor I, the Gifts: of your Love, who had been bat 


Naur occa fronal- Elan vu have ſhewed\yoar \Reſpeits 
to em, while living and labouring in their Lo is 


Wox k, and when dead and received to Reſt; 


wr: K indueſe ro their Widows: and Fur herieſ, as'the 


_ well"kaoweth. This __ for the" PxOpueTs. 
KV. | or 


Y [ofthe Tia lg bis Soul and de fiele e 


ſfrue Village, 2 which. 4470 kind:Jnhabitents, I 


S888 


may according. td common Cuſtom. 


The —The (Congragitinn, Oc. * 


o E LGA Gaiued your Preile inthe 
Churches, and bath: AY enen Matter gf, En, 
ro le ſuch 4 Peoples Faſtar, jor's 1720 PIO d 
Waking oO een een (Se, WIE 
Vo u hane been ; ae ee nl 
nl Laboutrers, in the Time. of, of puede among v 
And now a Third is cioſen. e ELENA WAA 
or THE LORD — n Hard Hoe 


jou go in and aut under tus Anſpection 44 krete 
On, and find: Paſture. 8 t . Gn V3! a 78 


: May Real \PowerfulgHeartepurifying ana Jifeereform- 
ing Religion prevail in Jaur Perſons andykamHics:\ May 
Unity and Harmony, dhe Strengei, Beauty and (Gp of 
ever) Society, prevail in hour Church and Congred an 
tion: And may all theſe prevail in gout: telt and e. 


always retain 4 Love. And ag ther beff\ t eneſtg, 
of Piety,, Pease, Civil Libet A for d 


Rights of Mankind, even in the Worſt of Times, have 


prevail ed in ithitheita, Na) they conti ite dd da Joy. as / 


W eee «pon abe Eau ik. 64 ard) N W ave” 
> Aale Ian ust eO OH 3440 00 
My Friends of the Diſſenting Congregetion} I 


an eee 
* Jon ſo, mu lid in ſo much with 

the ESTASLISHED. CHURCH, and: hold the ſame. 
Principles in all Things with it, auc h aur great and 
only LL oA D 4 e e {he Chancli, i & 84'S 
CurisT, hath thooghtworthy to be communied a5-neceſe 
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ary Parts c Religion; not\ knowing hum little Tine 
tunity to expreſs my Gratitude 10 you all, and de the 
with peculiar Pleaſure and Delight to my Frientls and 


0 
». 


their Families, that entertained me with them, and 
miniftrcd to my NitWties. I cunuut wiſh for: better 
and greater Frtends on Friepaſhipss- I would not make 
the expeitatton. of the like, vhe Rule ami Standard of 
Contentment in my future Condition. I heurtily thunk 
jau, who have been moved of Gb to ſbem Kindneſs 
to me. And, I pray G o p, that none of you may fail 
of receiv whom REWAR D; 4nd that 
G o'Dd's Gooantſs extend it ſelf not 0 
but to your C Waren and — — xY Ne 
„ N II Y rene owt: 4H 
I hade always myſelf 4. under Special 
Obligation. to pray far You und Yours, - who- have nſed 
me as Naurſalves, given wer the Freedom of + Jour 


8 = 


a common Friend, And as long as I am within the 
Hearing of Jaur State, the Proſperity , Y ou«and 
Yours, I can ſenſbly ſay, will be my q; and th Adi. 
verſity of borhy my xAffiretions n. 

4 Gn A 1 N iini n o 
I cohfeſs,; 1 have. bern averſe to many Ordinary, 
Practices and Methods of jncreafing Fritwids and \Benes, 
factors, not only from the Revireleſs H my. Temper: 
and the Value I ſet upon Time; bat likewiſe fr 


e, multipliedy 
{ TAE Dune * require 


a 


ee „ Cie hes ent Age. Nec | 
ration renders the "Friends \[' go found," particularly 
waluable'to ine. e 2 add oth voln 
bag Nn N r. Budo Mun 

en een dee 
— 41 Friends of 1e Cons 
ae eee e Niem umd 

peg Two ' Diſcourſes, which wer reached a Youp 
Deſire; and wit Your "Approbatio * F know I d 
mit nd by calling Jon t0'vermember.'t boſs" ont 


more, © Sd Todd arr \bpine'vo folio 
to the er 5 — 2 the 


ng Servants 
enn 
Love. I N A 7 oy 

our o um offer tv o nee H. 
and e * 2 FEBJ\ wo s 15 


Naum r „ el . bak 1 N 3 8 
Tho theſe gene Ns nde Vhooght ib bmg 
out too late for Stramgers o Read; ihc canhor do fd 
to Jou. One of them is 4 Pires f Reſpect, paid to che 
Memory of a Faithful Lavourtr amongſt Jon, 


Fr SEAIDASTSRASTYI KL 
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oy. a ay) Hg bt 8 hat n Funeral feodrſe 
mew. prixted: fur him, 4 7 uncommben 10 Nor —_ 
ters; mel a. to Jou: he when . 1 Diſtour/e 
ont. WR drfired - by ſame F Pon at rbis Time, * 23 4 
edgy. aber af my Finde, which I fora uad fg obhiord 


gratiy. I would deſerve Il of no May ; nor "oe 


0 any Occaſjon of Offence, either Real, ar Suppojed'; 
and 25 2 Jew be drawsy to print either of: 
theſe Diſcourſes, in the propereſt Seaſon ;* left the doing 
of it ſhould have been judged an Att of Diſreſpets to my 
Elder Brethren, whoſe Work it chiefly was to oblige 
the World this Way. If the Stranger that veadeth 
theſe Diſcour ſes, find em leſs exatt and full, I iet him 
| know, what Tos ao, That they were compoſed haſtily; one 
of them. upon leſs than 4 Day's Notice. am thing. 
in either of em be judged rather too Moving, let 
Allowance be made for the over-bearing Affection of 
4 Friend, and. for the preſent Impreſſions: of ſurpri- 
Zing Providences and Events, which are apt to work. 
ſtrongly. As to Jou, my FRIENDS, I, who have 
always loved Plainneſs, and allowed it, conclude, 
deſiring Jou with the ſame. Freedom to read them, 
that Joa did me, to ſtudy and preach em. And; if 
Toa ' pleaſe to do this Honour, pray accept em, as"the. 
grateful Remembrances of, A 
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Your much obliged Friend, 
who ſhall pray for the Health - 
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and Proſperity of Your Souls, 
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RN ous with you than I, may preach to jou at 
% |} this Time. F Miniſters, e 


== till ſpeak, to their ſurviving Flocks, eſpec 
ly. Their arcious Words muſt often ami their Though 
their Integriry, lam nch p often be en- 
gaging their Eſteem; De they 96008 7 conve ag with their 
Image, Example and Arg 21 es, for their good. 

AND, ter aN bſerve te N proc e ether in. 5 
my Diſcourſe, Theſe Werd, of of my Text, DG from the 


whe 5 Aae of ais 0 tl es pine wr 


exhortations to Piety and Duty, Mich he gave totheſe Heorews, 

mew us, how commendable a Qualiry this of Reſpect to the 
Memory of Faithful Miniſters deceaſed, is, and how orna- 
mental, not roſp a to a Chriſtian. As it is a Sin a- 
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Wbich are the Guides, + Mr. Bile, * Dr. Bates, 
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gainſt Nature, to forget our Fathers after the Fleſh ; ſo it is a 
Sin againſt Grace, to forget our Spiritual Farkery,: 1755 Fa- 


thers in Chriſt: As it is ungrateful to forger the Diipenſers 


Carnal; ſo it is likewiſe to ſorget the Diſpenter: 5 Spirirual 


Food. Forgerfulneſs of their inceſſant Labours, their ſeaſonable 


Directions, their earneſt n their grave and inſtru- 
ctive Examples, their comfortable Words, their Watchfulneſs 
and Sollicitude for the ſaying of Souls; Ge. 440 fcarcely dwell 
in any, except ſtony- Hearts and unprofitable Mearers. 

INDEED, you have manifeſted your compliance already, 
in part, with this word of Exhortation, Remember ubem which 
have the Rule over you, who have [poken unto you the Word of God, 
&c. which 1 am calling you to hear, by your claiming the 
Honour and Charge of decently interring One of them, and by 
your generons Botinty tothe Widow and Fa lefs'of rhe other 
A Remembrance to the Families of both, beyond their Thoughts; 
free, and unſought for, and therefore the rather entitling you ro 
a Prophet's reward. My Text itſelf leads me, to take no- 
rice of this Token of the Sincerity of your Love: And, I haye 
bur juſt mentioned it, leaving it to be ound tp your Praiſe, ar 
that Day, when you'ſhall receive the Reval of well doing. 
Tl only apply thoſe Words of Naomi to her D 4 
upon this Occafion. Bleſſed be he (they) abe | Lord, who have 
not left off their kindneſs to the Living, and to the Dead. You have 
manifeſted your Compliance in part, I ſay, with this Text, by 
ee of kindneſs, already ſhewn to the Memories of your 


iſters: Go on to perfect it, by that victorious. Faith, Holi- 


ceaſed Paſtors were once eminent Patterns of to you. 
IN this Text and Exhortation of the Apel, 10. ſhew Re: 
ſpect to the Memory of deceaſed Miniſters, you may obſerve 
BE Four Things; upon which, with the Affiſtance of God, I 
inſiſt. e e '7 


I. THE Office and Honour 'which Miniſters are. called ro}. 
She thay ive, that of Rulers aver the Flock, or Guides: R- 
member them which have the Rule over you, or your Guides, g 
U. THEIR Work and Employment, they are taken up 


with, in the exerciſe of this their Office, They ſpeak unto their 
Flocks the Word of God, ho have ſpoken unto you the Word e 


God, 4 © 5 Þ 
III. THE 
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E and Hope, which it further requires, and which your de- 
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M. THE Reſpect; which theſe believing Hebrews, and all | 
other Chriſtians as well as they, are called 00 ſhew a ab: 
their deceaſe; They are to remember them, and to imi 
them in their Faith: Remember them which are the Gulden, Kc. 


whoſe Faith follow, &C. 


IV. THE Motiye which this Apoſtle d iręcts theſe believing 
Hebrews, and all other Chriſtians to haye their Eye upon ; to ex- 
cite and encourage them to fhew this Reſpect, towards their de- 
ceaſed Guides, conſidering the End, &, 


I. YOU may obſerve the Office and Honour, which Mi- 
niſters are called to, while they live, thar of Rulers over the Flock 
or Guides. Remember them which have the Rule over you, N ny = 
Mor vw). This Word nyswor, tha a Participle, had much 
berrer be Tranflated like 4 Noun, your Rulers or Seide, as it is 
tranſlated Matth. ii. 6. Seeing the Apoſtle ſpeaks here of Mini- 
ſters that are deceaſed, and paſt any Thing of actual Rule, or 
Guidance. And here obſerye, Tho' the Word, $ It is tran- 


N F i 


— 
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Miniſters, yet it muſt be modeſtly underſtood ; left we allow 
more to the Miniſterial Office than becometh it: It is a Word 
of a large Interpretation, fignifying any ſort of Governors, any 
Perſons in Office Authority and Eminency. It is not only 
attributed ro Jeſus Chriſt the King of Kings, to Governors 
Provinces and Cities, to Judges and other Perſons intruſte 
with Civil Juriſdiction in a Common. wealth; but likewiſe 
ro Perſons of eminency and skill in the Exerciſe of any Arr, 
to Men of Note in any Society, to ſuch as are Guides to others 
upon the Way, Ge. And youll find, it is tranſlated in this laſt 
Senſe in the Margin of your Bibles, both in the Text, and in 
verſe 17. You read in the Margin of the Text, nber t 
which are the Guides, inſtead 'of Remember them which have 
the Rule over you: And you read in the Margin of the 17th. v. 
Obey them thatGuide,and ſubmit yourſelver;inſtead of obey them that 
have the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves. Nor ſuggeſting 
then to any of you, the leaſt Cauſe from this Phraſe, to think 
of Faithful Miniſters, above what he oughr to think, They are 
Rulers or Guides to the reſpective Flocks of Chriſt, to which they 
belong, and among whom they preach the Word of God. They 
guide their Minds, by the 1 and concyrrence of the Spi- 
Z | 6s #'Vt., 2 a 18444 fit 
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flared in the Text, ſeemeth to attribute a great deal of Power to 


1 * 


| orn. et 
- ' - 
= 4 : =- : 
- 


5 s * 


— —— — — 
4 __A SERMON on the Death 


rir of God, into all neceſſary and ſaving Truth, and guide 
their Feet into the way of Peace; thus preſerving them from 
both Errors, and ſinful Practices. They are in reality what the 
Apoſtle tells us, the conceited Jews were in pretence, Rom. ii. 
Guides of the Blind, Lights of them which fit in Darkneſs, Inſtru- 
Acrs of the Fooliſh, and Teachers of Babes. As Inſtruments in the 
Hand of Chriſt, they guide Souls out of the Myſtical Egypt, a 
ſtare of Sin and Darkneſs; they recover em from under the 
Power of the Myſtical Pharaoh, the Devil; and they conduct 
em through all rhe Difficulties and Dangers of the Wilderneſs, 
or of an evil World, ſafely; till they paſs through Jordan, and 
arrive in the true land of Promiſe, Heaven. All this they do, 
not as lording it imperiouſly over God's Heritage and People, 
bur as being Enſamples to their Flocks ; not as binding heavy 
Burthens with the Abt 4 of Old, which themſelves will nor 
move with one of their Fingers; bur as preſſing the equirable 
Laws of the only Law-giver of the Church, Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſubmirting to the ſame eaſy Yoke chearfully themſelves. They 
draw their Flocks along gently, and govern them as much, or 
more, by their Examples, oftentimes, then by their Words. As 
being Examples to their Flocks in Word, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Spirit, Faith and Purity, they draw them to dif- 
courſe of Heavenly Things, to go about doing good, to love 
their Brethren, to be zealous for the beſt Gifts, to perſevere in 
the Faith, and to walk unſpotted through the World. The 
Faithful Minifters of the Goſpel, convert Souls, and build them 
up in their moſt holy Faith: They encreaſe the Flock of Chrift 
and feed it: They promote Edification and Order in it; and 
do all this, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy 
Lucre's fake, but from a propenſity and ſtrong inclination of 

Mind ro promote the Intereſt of Chriſt. | 
A Power, the Miniſters of Chrift have allowed them, by the 
Laus of Chriſt ; but it is nor exerciſed by rhe Temporal Sword, 
nor of the ſame Nature with that of Civil Governors, as Mata. 
XX. 25. tells you: A gentle Authority they have delegated to 
them, by the Goſpel of Chriſt, within the Compaſs of the Pre 
cepts of which, it is limitted; and fo far as they go beyond this, 
ſo far they act beyond Chriſt's Miniſters ; A Superintendenc) 
or Epiſcopacy they have; bur tis a careful and ſollicitous one: 
An honourable Office they have; bur 'tis a laborious one. 
Their Ordinary Titles, thoſe of Miniſters and Servants, Sgr- 
yants of their Flocks, as you read, 2 Cor, iv. 5. ſeem to-me, 
: 5 (cargg! 
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ſcarcely reconcilable with Civil Domination, Carnal Glo- 
ry and Grandure. Ihe greateſt Miniſters, according to the 
Rule Feſus Chriſt hath given us, wherewith to judge of the Mat- 
ter, are thoſe that are moſt Humble and Self. denying Mast. 
XXiii. 11, 12. But he that js greateſt among yon, ſhall be your: Ser- 
vant, &c. He that ſhall humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted. The beſt 
Miniſters are thoſe that expreſs the Bowels of a Father, the La- 
bour of an Husbandman, the Vigilancy of a Shepherd, and the 
= Faithfulnefs of a Steward, in the Work of their Lord, and in the 
WW Guidance of his Church; thoſe that are intent upon the Work, 
not the Profit and Honour of the Miniſtry. 

AND ſuch Guides and Superintendents, had theſe Hebrews 
enjoyed. They had fare under the Miniſtry of Apoſtles and + 
Apoſtolick Men; Men that were almoſt miraculous in their La- 
bours and Sufferings for the Churches Cauſe ; as well as in 
their Gifts for the Churches Edification : Men chat were not 
moved with Bonds and Afflictions, which every where waited 
for them; nor counted their own Lives dear to themſelves, fo 
that they might finiſh their Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry 
which they had received of the Lord Jetus, to teſtify the Go- 
ſpel of the Grace of God: Men that thirſted, nor only to ſpread 
the Sayour of Jeſus Chriſt. in one City or Country, bur thro? 
the whole World. Theſe Chriſtianized Hebrews had heard the 
Words, and ſeen the Exemplary Cenverſation of ſuch Guides 
as the zealous Peter, the eloquent and fervent Apollos, the mo- 
derate and peaceable Spirited James, the Brother of our Lord, 
and of many others at Jeruſalem, and elſewhere. They had re- 
joyced in the Light of Miniſters, of warm Zeal, and of in- 
ſinuating Eloquence; of Miniſters that uſed a familiar Plain- 
neſs, and of ſuch as uſed a more exquiſite Purity of Speech; of 
Minifters of one Perfection and another, to recommend em, ac- 
cording to the Gifts of God to each. But, do the Prophets live 
for ever? Do the Stars in Chriſt's Right Hand, ſhine fot 
ever? No; Death cloudeth them after a while; and fo ir 
had done ſeveral of th: ſe, under whoſe Light and Influences 
theſe believing Hebrews had fate down comfortably, for a conſi- 
derable Time. 

AND thus it hath been with you that hear me; you have 
fitten under Miniſters of various Gifts, in this Place, and elſe- 
Where ; but One and Another of 'em is dead. They have been 
your viſible Guides, in the Fleſh; but they are now ſo go 


more, no longer. 
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General Obſetvatiod in 
the Text, the Work and Employment Miniſters are engaged in, 
and taken up with, while they exerciſe this their Office gf 
guiding the Churches of Chriſt, vix. Speaking the Wird of 
"as as x * 1 
THIS had been the Work of the deceaſed Guides ef 
theſe Hebrew Chriſtians, while they lived, they had ſpoken 
to their Flocks the Word of G6d; and this is the Work of 
every Paſtor of the Flock of Chrift, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. I charge je 
(faith the Apoſtle Paul ro Timothy) before God and the Lord Je 2 
Cbriſt, preach the Word, This is the chief Work of a Paſtor, or 
Miniſter. Chriſt ſent me not (faith the ſame Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1. 17. 


to baptize, but to Here the Goſpel. Good Rulers, (to comply 
for once, in my on 


ay of Speaking, with the bolder Tranflatie 

of my Text,) muſt publiſh to their Subje@s, the Laws by which 
they govern them; and theſe are contained in the Word of 
God: Faithful Guides muſt carefully leave Directions with 
their Societies and Flocks, to goyern themſelves by, when they 
are nor perſonally preſent with them, and viſibly walking be. 
fore them; ſuch Directions as are grounded upon the Word of 
God. Nik 
I is the Work of Memorable and Faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, to ſpeak to their reſpective Flocks the Word of God ; the 
Mord of God in its Purity, and in its Liberty. n 


(1) It is the Work of Memorable Miniſters, while they live, 
ro ſpeak to their Flocks the Word of God in its Purity, or the 
very Word of God, the very Dictates and Revelations of his un- 
erring Spirit, and what is conſonant to theſe ; not the Wiſdom, 
Inventions, or Precepts of Men. The Apoſtle Paul, that faith- 
ful Guide of Souls, aſſured his Auditors, that what he taught 
em, was the genuine Word and Will of God; and indeed, 
thoſe Preachers that do not give Evidence, that their Sermons 
are compoſed of rhe Word of God, and of whar is agreeable to 
it, cannot expect to command much Reverence and Attention. 
Obſerve the Words of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. ii. 17. Ve are 
not as many which corrupt the Word of God : but as of Sincerity, as 
of God, in the Sight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt. Obſerve his 


Words, 2 Cor. it. 6, 7. We ſpeak Wiſdom among them that are Per- 


fect: Tet not the Wiſdom of this World, nor of the Princes of this 

Morid, that come to nought : But we ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in 

a Myſtery, even the hidden Wiſdom which God ordained before <> 
| Wor 
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irld began. Obſerve his Words again, Gal. i. 1 1. But I certi 
ren ls the Gyfpel which was preacÞ'd h is, is not . 
er Man... For I neither receive d it of Man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. Obſerve what the Apoſtle 
beter ſpeaks likewiſe, to the ſame Purpoſe, 2 Per. i. 16. | For we. 
have not followed cunhingly deviſed Fables, when we made known unto 
VVV 
e 1 of the Will of God, and the Doctrines which 
Forik came from Heaven to reveal ſuch as thoſe of the. 
iverſal Depravity of Mankind by their Fall, and of the Ne. 
W-dicy of Faith in Chriſt, and Repentance towards God, in or- 
r to recover and ſave them; ſuch as thoſe of univerſal Puri- 
V and univerſal Charity; ſuch as thole ot the conſtant Interceſ- 
on of Chriſt above, and of the Neceſſicy of the Aſſiſtance of his 
pirit here below; ſuch as thoſe of the Conflagration of the 
World, of a Judgment to come, of ęternal Jeys the Righ-. 
2ous, and eternal Torments for the Sinners, Sc. The Mini, 
ters of Chriſt, are not Preachers of 4 Viſdom of the World, of 
Philoſophy, profane Hiſtory, the Myſteries of Trade, Oc. 
hey are not calledto be Preachers of the Miſdom of the Prinees of 
bis World, or to be Preachers of Foliticks, as the Apoſtle Paul 
ath juſt now told you. Our bleſſed Lord called them not to 
nrermeddle wich What is Civil, Secular, and belonging to the. 
reſent Life; but to publiſh the a; of the Kingdom o 
od, and the Doctrines of the Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus 3 
he Everlaſting, Goſpel, and the Means, of Eternal Salvation. 
brift's faithful Miniſters, muſt keep to their Maſter's Work, to 
7 2 and eminent Part of ir, The Preaching of the Ward. 


(2) Iris the Work of Guides and Miniſters of the Churches 
of Chriſt under the Goſpel, while they are living, to preach the, 
Ward of God, in its Liberty. The Goſpel is a Diſpenſation of 
noble Liberty, and Freedom from ſignificant .Rires, empty 
hadows and poſitive Preceprs; and thoſe. that are the moſt 
Orthodox, Faithful, and Genuine Preachers of ir, publiſh, it as 
uch, and commend it to their Hearers in a Way becoming 
tſelf. The Apoſtle Paul would not circumciſe Titus, a, Greek, 
it Jer uſalem ; would nor put him upon complying with that 
Shadow, Ceremony; and :pefitive Inſtitution, fignificari 

df putting off the Boch, of the Sint of the Fleſh ; tho hip doing of. 


it would have pleaſed the Jews, and taken off their Hatred a- 
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gainſt km; for this great Reaſon, That ; Tr, 575 the Ga 

95 conti 1 55 t e Church of Chriſt, Fo 4 4. . Ke | 
fame Apoſtle rebuked ts Fellow Apoſtle, Peter, for w 
ing from the Gentiles, a Voclegv. n 15 "whom be 5 
And familiarly co nverſec befor 9% ons , then pre = 
Th6uld be 6ffendec at him, 8 a on nes A he re- 


buked him upon this Account, becauſe he walked not uprighth, ac. 


ording. to the-T ruth of 650 „Which A even hors that 
Wee 5%, by FN inn 2 


Nation, fro ligarions to 
up ſuch Dift 5 ee 75 v. 1. He 
horterh, the Glas tian C cage aus, ofta Roy Ef in Liberwh 7 


with Chriſt had made t and nat to be, entangled again with 
Toke of. ondage. - H 2 1 5 Fi 6d Per. Th 5 f 5 be - ; called” 12 
Liberty. Thoſe Milte now — er f ſignifi- 


nr s cg togerher with the Word of 
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of Adoption Jhovld on 9 rak i ts the, Work of rhoſe, 
thar 5 Guides and Teache Ander zh he 1 ro, preach, the 
Golpel, becoming i OF ity, Purity, 
nd Sp piriruality : 18 15 12 eachers una 
5 the. Goſpel, ro DE Im all its Nn 
from, an In all its 5 Ah 00 delle; dc let it ſhine, 
and to Heiße 858 KR 0 75 its, uine Luſtre; 10 
make! en ſt's Yo 5 155 e 5 'r; 1 un 
"WEL Ly: Fi ber ble and all bal Gut 2 | 
the Church of 4 0 5 ee rs the Lk of- 
in its Puri, and in. 5 Wa os c 8 5 
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e laid in che aft; thus honeſt 7, thus 


at, which Wh he 
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the Ears that heard em, ſnall now hear em no more, ſpeaking 
in the Fleſh; che Souls that were refreſhed by their Admini- 
ſtrations of Spiritual Food, ſhall feed no more ar their Hands, 
nor Mouths. Bur, tho' they are dead, are theſe to be forgot- 
ten ? No; Remember them, the Apoſtle. EBT 


Head, viz. The Reſpect which theſe believing Hebrews, and all 
other Chriſtians befides them, ought to ſhew to ſuch faithful 

Miniſters, after they are deceaſed; they are ro remember 
them, and imitate them in their Faith. Remember your Guides, 
who have ſpoken unto you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow. 


member their faithful Guides deceaſed. Even Natural Leve and 
ngenuity will incline a Sociery of Chriſtians, frequently ro call 
o Mind thoſe that have demonſtrated an Affection for them, 


ba mongſt them, while they were in this World. They cannot 
WARY BY bur retain an acceptable Idea of their Perſons, but frequently 
EN ect upon cheir amiable Perfections and Qualities. You'll 
Poe find King David entertaining himſelf with pleaſing Reflections 
0 MN pon the Memory of his deceaſed Friends, Saul and Jonathan. 

FEB, Sam. i. 23. Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleaſant in their 
arte yt ives, and in their Death they were not divided: They were ſwifter 
Aion han Eagles, they were ſtronger than Lyons, Ver. 26. My Brother 
IR Jonathan, very pleaſant haſt thou been to me. The Difates and 

mer, of Friendſhip too, will lead Men to remember their de- 
3.172, caſed Miniſters, they have once taken Satisfaction in, done 
145-4 Wood to, and received good from, by ſhewing Kindneſs to their 
90 \ WKkclations and Family, Sc. See the Workings of Holy David's 
e pirit, 2 Sam. ix. 1. And David /aid, is there get am that is left 
5 ebe Houſe of Saul, thar I may ſhew bim Kindneſs for Jonathan's 
N Fake. And the Grace of God, as well as the Dictates of Nature 
ice nd Humanity, will incline Chriſtians to remember their de- 
us", eaſed Miniſters and Spiritual Fathers, who have begotten 
PHT) Hem thro' the Goſpel, and fed their Souls with the Bread of 
nOW4 ife. The Grace of God will incline. em ro remember their 


teprity, Vigilancy and Fidelity in rheir Office, and theic 


a b rhe ſpce of tres Bas (ah the Apoſtle 0 the Chriſtian 
1 | =. 


they are dead; the Eyes that ſee em, ſnall now ſee em no more 


UI. LET me paſs on therefore. now, to the Third General 


IN the firſt Place, the Religious Flocks of Chriſt muſt re 


thoſe that have often ſpoken to em, and uſefully converſed a- 


onſtancy and Indefatigableneſs in their Labours. Remember 


 # 
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at a Epteſuo I ceaſed not to wary every one of you gd — Do 7255 
Tears, The Gruce of God will iucline Men to remember their 
wiſe Maxims, and inſtructive Ga pings, and to apply them up- 
on Occaſion. We find an inſtructive Saying oſ our Lord Jeſus, 
The greateſt of Preaghers, which was preſerved by ſome of his 
Hearers and AcquaWnce, and quoted by the ou 
Acts xx. 35. I have ſhewed you all Wings, how thut ſo lahouring 
ought 10 akk abe ns and to remember the Words of — ord 
Feſus, how he ſaid, Ie i mote) bleſſed/to give, than to receive. Ihe 
b the J . bee ab. the wiſe Man, Prov. x. 7. 
Which Words the LXX render thus, The Menivry of the Fuſt us 
with Eneumumt or Praiſes; \ Thus much we allowe to the Me. 
mory of thofes Labourers chat have been faithful in Chriſt's 
Vineyad thus much their People more /eſpecially owe to it, 
even to ſpeuk ef em witk Praiſes. 
IN the ſecond Place, the Flocke of Chriſt muſt imitate 
their deceaſed Guides in their Faith; #/ boſe . 
membrances of Natural Affection and Friendſhip; Remem- 
brances by Way of Favour to their 1 by W Way of 
Quotation ef their dentendes and wiſe Sayings; by Way of En- 
comium and Praiſe of vehew Virtues, or by Way of inward 
Fſteem of their Fidelity aud Induſtry in their Charges and 
Cures, are not enough: Reſigious Flocks and Churches muſt 
remember their Paſtor's Faich Ace Oenquſt, by way f 
Imitation. 
THIS is the laſt Will of a good Miniſter, What you have 
beard, and ſeen in me, conſonant ta the Laws f Chriſt, that do, 
The greareſt Honour, the greareſt Pleaſure.y0u can do to good 
Miniſters, that which they would moſt approve. of, could the) 
Tife from rhe Dead; and come and ſpeak again to you, is t 
endeavour to be Hike *em, and to copy aſter their Excellencie 
and Graces, before a looſe World. Be © athens: Followers of 
them, ſo far as they were of Chriſt. Be nor Slorhful, but Fob 
lowers of your Guides, who, thro' Faith and Patience, have 
inherited rhe Promiſes. Suffer good Shepherds to have a good 
Flock, to be found their Glory and Joy, and their Crown 0 
Rejoycing, ar the Great Day.. See to then, that none of you 
be loſt, that none of ybu-go away; John vi. 67. that none of you 
draw back unto Perdition ; bur that all of you believe unto te 
faving of your Souls. Be ye Followers together of them, and 
mark thoſe amonꝑſt you which walk fo, as ye have had them 


for an Example their'Courerlartdn was in Heaven. 
(1Pt,) THE 


off the Reverend *. Beurro. 


r 


Foy 170, THEY e you, and ravghe- 50m Faith * — 
rin as you have heard, the Faith ance deliver d iq the Saints; 


Men; the great Foundation, Jeſus 
and periſhing Superſtructure of Hay 
them Divine Truth, held forth in its Native Ray Divine 
Worſhip, perform'd in ics Primitive Simplicieyz and à Divine 
a Tempef of Peaceablepeſs and Charity ggorning their whole 
lives. They were ſwaſive, not im zuides; they 


but the Yoke of Chriſ; they required nothing hut negeſſary 
Things. Follow therefore the Faith the ſe taugbi and aich 
by which they lived. Adhere to che lame Liberty and Purity 

of the Goſpel, Which they pteached and preſſed.  Coyerear- 
neſtly that Truth, that Order, that Government in the Church, 
which hath rhe plaineſt Signatures of Divine Authority upon it. 
r are bought with 2 Price, be not ge Servants.gf Men. Aim at 
commending yourſelves to God in Religion, nor at commend- 
ing yourſelves to the World. Letiwhat is Heavenly, Spiritual, 
and certainly Divine, dra vu g:net What is Earthly, Carnal, 
and confeſſedly Humane. Ix is better ta be deſpiſed with Chrig, 
and for keeping up a ftrict Conformity t9his ng 
0 Reign with the RoW. noni} 

* 1971-4 22 & to e Hl 5 elk 4 
(24h), THE Y, 1 Sn your deceaſed. Guides. et Pefare 

you, and were Examples to vnn, of Faich in ib Efficacy 100. By 
Works Faith is mae Perfeft, Jam. ii. 22. And theirs receiv d its 
Perfection. It worked by Love towards God; and by Candor, 
Temper, Condeſcenſion and Charity towards Men: It over- 
came the Frowns and Diſcouragements of the World, it purifi- 
ed their Hearts, and was a fruitful Prineiple of Holineſs in their 
Lives: It enabled them to look for the bleſſed Hope, and by, Pa- 
tience to wait for it. 
SUC H' a Proſeſſion of Faich as this, your deceaſed Pa- 
lors held faſt; in ſach a Faith as this they died: Such an one 

$ herefore, i 18 now at ee 3 — Teen k pony 


utdes, = n 74 ; 


jt 1 8 * I 3 \ 


in the Words, vi, n this Apoſtle e 


che Doctrines of Cod, without adding the Commandments. of 
* without any. light | 
Stubble. You. ſee in 


ed to be Miniſters, not Lords or Maſters ; they: fed you Wil- 
lingly, not by Conſtraint ; cheyiſtroveroilay nothing upOn eu 
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believing Hebrews, and all other Chriſtians to haye their Bye, 
upon, for the Excitation and Encouragement of themſelves x0; ' 
follow the Faith of their deceaſed Guides; and this is the Con- 
ſideration of their Exits, or of the Conciuſion and End of their Con. 

| ST Kin 


eee, d rb ltd 50 Akt Block 

* told or yltgooniobat bigs 7 bie LET 21500 298 

* THEY; muſt, gonffder, be tells em, ence and gain, ava» 
(9%479]s5), the laſt End of their Guides; how comfortably they 
left the World; bow, full of Peace, and with what Aſſurances 
of Hope: They, mut conßicder- with whar Baſineſs they put off 
the Body, and with What ftrong Confidence they caſt their 
Souls into the Arms of God. Some of their Guides died Mar- 
tyrs for Chriſtianity, ſuch as James the Son; af Alpheus; others 
died a Natural Death; But allirejoyced in Hope of the Glory 
of God; all bleſſed God for Jeſis Chriſt, and for tiſe Grace re- 
vealed by his Goſpel. All looked upon Death as a conquer d 
Enemy, unable to burt em or ſeparate em from the Love of 
God, which is in Chriſt ſeſus; fo far unable to ſeparate them, 
Sc. that it was the direct Way to a State of the moſt intimate 
Union with God and Chriſt. | So. fervent a Love to Chriſt 
many of the Primitive Preachers of him had, that they 
longed to be diſſolved, and to be with him, as what was beft 
of all for them. Their Loye to him triumphed over all their 
Fears of Death. Their Faith enabled them even ro ſlight that 
King of Terrors, which heid the unbelieving World in Bon- 
dage. The Apoſtle knew that the frequent Conſideration, the 
Viewing and Þ eviewing (as the Original Word 4ra3:wgirTey 
importech) of their good Miniſters comfortable End, muſt ex- 
cite theſe Hebrew to follow their Faith. Their Thoughts of 
their ſerene, compoſed and joyous Death, would make em in 
Love with their Manner of Life. A dying Saint or Miniſter, 
Fall. of Expreſſions of Faith and Reſignation to God, is an Ex- 
ample that eyen forceth Admiration and Imitation. Obſerve 
thoſè Words ofthe Evangeliſt Luke, Chap. xxiii. 46, 47. An 
when 7eſus had cried with a Joud Voice, he ſaid, Father, inte, 
Hands I cemmend. my Spirit; and having ſaid thus, he gave up 
the Ghaſt. And when the Centurion ſaw what was done, he glorifita 
God, ſaying, - Certainly thy was a Righteous Man, - "2 
NOW, my Brethren, conſidering the End of your de- 
parred, Paſtors, Gonverſations, and the happy Concluſion of their 
Lives in Peace,.and, Comfort, .which they experienced them- 
ſelyes ; cho the Providence of God hindred yon of rhe Advas- 
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Men of Inſpiration, the mo Killufttionlly 1 ee 
ſters, Do theſe live for even? Where ate this Ape poſtles 131 Ls Apts: 
lick Men > They are deadand gon ꝰ od. hath 

on none of his Meſſengers; Whether df greater ot leſſer Accor 
liſhments and degrees bf Une. the Gift of Trimbtrati 

he cleareſt Lights, and 'rigtireſy” Stats of che Tburch, f. 
from their Orbs inro the Daft? 'Thefe whoTſ aK Words 
Life to others, Words of Feral Like, dic chemſetves. IT 
hundring Bocnerger u, the El6querit Ap, are fon Hlefccd. 
Miniſters have their Treaſure of Gifts" art Graces) "© atrhen 
eſſels, which are eaſily; and oſten ſuddenly 5 Men 
cannot glory in, they cannot promi e 
ment of the moſt experienced d "Miniſters, che ; 
Scribes for the Kingdom of Heaven. Theif Word, 
ſanctifying and ſaving Inffurnces of it, endure for ever + 1 ide the 
themſelves die. For all Fleſh u u Graſs, and all rh Glory I 
the Flower of Graſs : The Graſe witheveth, Anu the" ner Pexehe 
allet h away. Bur ſhe An of 15 Lord endyteth Hr ever, 1 Pet, y A 
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Thucches, Families, loſe their Superinrendants and Directory 
Their State is Mutable, they are conſtantly: à lofing ſornit's 

eir conſtituent Parts, and often ſome of their Principal ones. 

The Queſtion of the Sons of che Prophets to Hliſba, may ' fre- 
quently audi pertinentiy be asked one and another Membet f 
theſe changeable eartkly Societies, Know?ft nbon that the \ Lord 
will take: amay thy Maſter from iy Head ts Bay d thy Prince, thy 

Governour, thy Miniſter; thy! Farher, thy | Husband >? — 


Churches, I ay, which ate / many Nurſeries for amn 
Society and Kingdom; even Ohprches, which ate the Door ins 
0 an Immortal Society and Kiagdom; even Churches, thoſe 
Societies in which the Spirit of Life operates, in which'rhe 
Words of Eternal Life are ſpaken, experience their Breaches, 
While they are ſettled and remain in this World, Death is cons 
ſtantly removing, both their Guides and their Members. They 
enjoy no Paſtor that always: lives, except Jeſus Chriſt, who ig 
the ſame? Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever. Every Church that 
bath been ſettled for any Term of Time, hath its Deceaſed and 
Departed to remember, On | 4 
TE u eino 20! bauds 310M 3351 | + EJ050% 
they ſubſiſt in this World, and thus Mortal they are. But it 
is nat ſo with the Church Trimphaut, the Aſſembly of the 
Juſt above. There is no more Death; there are no more 
Breaches i Chriſtians ſie ver loſe their Acquaintance there, ne- 
ver have em ſeparated from em by Death; ſuch former 
Things or Afflictions, are paſſed away. If Separation then, 
from Relaxions and Chriſt ian Friends, be ſo very afflictive tc 
us ; bow happy are thoſe, that are already joy d to that Im 
mortal Society and City of God, above s 


IO may comfort yourſelves then, contertiing © your 
Dead. They have as much Reaſon to rejey gef us you have to 
lament. Vbu lament, ſome of you, betauſe you have loſt your 
Miniſter, Friend, and Relation: And your Mimiſter, Friend, 
and Relation rejoyceth, becauſe he can now loſe nothing, 80 
Friend nor Favourite any more. me. 1 fin 1990109 10 
ig [Fooy 9301909 2760 LOY um i 01 $01 920396 1921624 bus 
43.) OBSERVE, God hath his Expectat ions from Chi- 
ſtian Societies and Churches, upon the Account of deceaſed 
Miniſters, as well as upon the Account of thoſe that ate ſtill li- 
ving. He reckoneth, how many Miniſters and Meſſengets he 
hath ſent to a People: He taketh Notice, how watchſylly 2 
| | . | ave 
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"ve prefided over Sons; and guided them; how diligently and 
3 per labouxed among them; what bright 
Examples of Holineſs they have ſet them; how uſefulfy they 
have liyed, and in rhe, Exerciſe of what Faith, b j and Re- 
fignarion they have died, in onlet to engage their Flock to love 

Religion. And he expects, there uld be ſoudd an Improve- 


ment in Knowledge,Fairh:and Holioeſs among em, ſuhable to 
he Life and Labouts of their Paſtors: 7! God confidererh, that 


Wach Churches bave enjoyed Miniſters of ſuch and ſuch Emi- 
; zency in Gifts; Miniſtets of gtent Eloquence, and Miniſters of 
W-onviocing Plainneſs: Miniſters of clear Heads, and Miniſters 
f warm Fleas ; Miniſters ſound;in. the Faith and extenſide in 
heir Charity; Miniſters of peactable Spirits, in of pure 
Lives : And he expecteth theſe Chutches ſhould be Societiss ef 
eminent Chriſtians. And if he finds thar they are not / hens 
angry, and hath prepared his Judgmeucs. 3&1) 10 of ale, 
| 1945 %% M but AC 3% CONE)! Wa) 14H] 
Y OU that hear me this Day, hate enjoyed variety of em- 
ent Guides, here and elfewhere, and have experienced their 
Paſtoral Care, and their more abundant Labours. You have 
been fed in far Paſtures; von la vechad the beſt of Meat given 
you in due Scaſon. It will be more ſtalevable for any other Siu- 
ners whatſoever, in the Day of ud gmenr i that for choſe among 
you, who have deſpiſed che Exhottations of-ſol many wiſe Men 
and Prophets. How many Sermons, Prayers and Tears hade 
ie unprofitable Hearers woder:your:Means-of Grace, retonl- 
d in the Book of God's Remembrance: toſtefte for Feſtitno- 
aies againſt em, at the Grear Day of ging the World d 
LET me ask the Unpreſitable Hearers of fach aA ſſem⸗ 
bly as this, the Strangers to the Power of Godlinels, How ma- 
ny faithful Miniſters, muſt ſpend their Lives aud Stteugih, in 
perſuading and. directing them to be Holy and Happy forever, 
and yet they will not mind them? How-many Lives muſttbe 
ſpent in the Cauſe,of your Reformation and Salvation, and yet 
you will not he reformed and ſaved? How many Metnerials 
of eminent Miniſters departed, vo preached the Faithi to you, 
and walked according to it, muſt you have, before you'll give 
p yourſelves to be, rhe Lood'sPeople, and ſepatate yourſelves 
trom the Corrupridns of the World and the-jeſh? Poot᷑ un- 
Wproficable ewe © it, People are nor Immortal, 
o more than their Miniſteta. Aud what will you do for Hope 
and Comfort, when you eme to die, if neither one Minister 
« . 0 x nor 
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Jonn xv. 28, 


if ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, 
_ becauſe I. ſaid, 1 go unto the Fa- 
0 — 
W 7her. 


HRIS T's Flock, his little and weak Flock, 
were now a going to loſe the Society and 
Preſence in the Fleſh of the beſt, of Paſtors, 
and to live in a depriv'd Condition, (Which, 

las! is Yours at preſent,) for a Time. Te have beard, 

pw 1 ſaid unto you, Igo away, ſaith our Lord to them, 
the Words before the Text. | 


Tx1s Flock lov'd their Paſtor, as you have done 
durs, and fell to ſorrowful Reflections upon their pre- 
nt Caſe and Circumſtances, as being about to part 
rich Him; with Him, who was the moſt edify ing 
eacher, the moſt perfect Example, the moſt compaſs 
dnate Councellor, the moſt faithful Reprover, and the 
it Friend and Guide to Heaven. Chap. xvi. 6. But be- 
uſe I have ſaid theſe Things to you," i. e. ſpoke theſe 
ords, I go away, Sorrow hath filled your Hearts. They 
dy'd their Paſtor, I a Aan fell into Sorrow and 
ears under the Senſe of his approaching Separation 
om them. Sighs and Tears for the Departing, or the 
ſeparted, are Evidences of Love: You'll:find, when 
r Lord groan d in Spirit, and was troubled, and wept: 
er Lazarus Grave, the Jews ſaid, Behold, how be 
ed bim; chap. xi. 33, 34, 35. Sighs, Tears, &c. are 
idences of Affection which tender Natures eaſily, & 
de into, indulge themſelves in, and expreſs their Con- 
2 cern 
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cern by, even to a degree of blameable Weakneſs often 
times, before they recover themſelves. 

Bur what doth our Bleſſed Lord now ſay, to his 
Sorrowing Diſciples, to chear their Hearts, and to com 
poſe and regulate their Spirits and Paſſions,” under t 
" Senſe of this his Departure? He tells them, as in the 
Words of the Text, That if they lowed him, they would 
rejoyce, If they loved him, Him, (obſerve the Word) 
and not themſelves only, or chiefly ; If they lov'd his 
Reſt, his Glory, his going to be crown'd, rewarded 
and perfected, as well as, or as much as they lov'd their 
ownHappineſs, ariſing from ſeeing his Face in the Fleſh, 
heating his Voice, and receiving his Inſtru4ions and 
Conſolations, they would rejoyce at his Departure: If 
they lov'd Him Rationally and with Diſcretion, then 
conſidering Him as One that had been an obedient Son 
to GO p, always delighting to do his Will, they would 
rejoyce at his going away from them, to Go p, to re- 
ceive his Reward and Inheritance. They would re- 
joyce, he tells them, and with good Ground and Foun 
dation, becauſe he had ſaid to them, He went to the Fa- 
ther, i. e. to Gop, who ſtood in the Relation of a Fa- 
ther to him, in a principal and peculiar manner : They 
would rejoyce at his going away, becauſe he we 
to One that would be kind to him, as well as ena- 
ble him to be kind to them; to One that could not but 
be dear and deſirable to him, even dearer than he ws 
to them, how much ſoever they might think that they 
lov'd him ; to One . N greater than himſelf, as be 
ſpeaks in the Words following the Text. For my Fa: 
ther is greater than I, i. e. He is fo in Power, Glory; 
Bleſſedneſs, and Riches cf Grace to Sinners, conſider: 
ing me as a Mediator. Theſe Diſciples could not but 
conclude, from what their Lord had ſaid to them, il 
they conſidered it, That this his Departure from them, 
would certainly be Comfortable and Glorious to him, 
| | | x | As 
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often» as well as Advantageous to them, in the Iſſue. And 

could not their Selfiſhneſs afford, that he ſhould be 

happy? Could they not recede from their Deſire of 
to his their Paſtor's Preſence with them, for his own Good ? 
Could they profeſs rational Love to him, and yet not 
let him go from an evil, World, to a good one? From 
hard Labours, to Reſt? From the Society of perſecuting 
Enemies, into the Arms and Embraces of a Father ? 
Would nothing ſatisfy them, but Chriſt's ſtaying al- 
ways, or a long Time at leaſt, in this evil World, to 
ſerve and comfort them? O uneaſy Love to Chriſt! 
O unfriendly Affection in theſe his Flock ! It is the Part 
of true Friends to conſent to that which is moſt for 
the Intereſt of thoſe they love, and to deny themſelves 


Diſciples of Chriſt at this Time, and fo diſturb'd ar the 
Thoughts of being left without his Preſence in the 
Fleſh, which had been highly pleaſing and uſeful to 
them, that they could not come up to this Rule and 
Duty of Friendſhip, and rejoyce at his going from 
them to his Father and beſt Friend. det 


I the following Diſcourſe upon theſe Words, thus 


[ 

They open'd to you, I ſhall rake Notice of theſe Three 
2 we Things, and inſiſt a little upon them. 
s ena- | i | / 

Ot but I. Of the great Friend and Patron to whom faith- 
he wa ful Paſtors retire, when they leave this World, and 
it they their reſpective Flocks in it: They go to rhe Father ; to 
as he op the Father of All, and their Gracious Father. 

my Fa- 

Glory, II. Or the Infirmities, Paſhons, and natural Weak- 
nſider-WY nefles, which the Flocks and Diſciples of ſuch Paſtors: 
10t but are prone to diſcover, upon their leaving the World and 
em, i chem, and which they are apt to indulge themſelves in, 
them, 


as Teſtimonies and Evidences of their Love towards 


for their Advantage. But, Alas! ſo weak were the 


— 
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They are prone to heavineſs of Spirit, Sorrow 


and Tears. 


HI. Or the rational Love, which the Flocks of 
Faithful Paſtors ought to ſhew, which Chriſt would 
have had his own Flock to have ſhewn, and which all 
departed Paſtors of the like Spirit, Faith, and Hope, 
would call theirs to ſhew, upon ſuch Events or Occa- 
ſions, could they come and ſpeak to them. The rati- 
onal Love, which the Flocks of Faithful Paſtors, ought 
to ſnew towards ſuch Paſtors, upon their leaving this 
World, is Joy and Rejoycing; upon this Account, that 
they go to the Father. If ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, 
becauſe I ſaid, Ige untothe Father. 771 

To enter upon the FixsT of theſe, The great Friend, 
to whom faithfull Paſtors and Teachers of the Will of 


 Gop retire, when they leave the World, and their 
reſpective Flocks in it. They go to the Father. | 


Jesvs CRHRISVTH went to the Father: He, the 
chief Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, went thither, 
when he left the World. And all inferior Shepherds 
that are his Faithful Imitators, follow him thither, and 
walk with him in White, or in Princely Ornature, as 
being found worthy and acceptable to his Father and 
him. In his Father's Houſe there are many Manſions ; 
and he hath encouraged his Diſciples with the notice, 
that he is gone before them, to prepare a Place for 
them. This is a comfortable Journey which Faithful 
Paſtors, and their Faithful People too, make, at their 
raking their Leave of this Earth. Where-ever they are, 
and whatever they are a doing, when they take this 
laſt Journey towards their Father, it proveth an hap- 
py one: Whether Travelling abroad, or Sitting at 


home; Whether diſcourſing with diſtant Friends, 


and confirming and comforting them; or converſing 
with 


1 


. * 
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with their neareſt Neighhours. It is a comfortable 
Journey, whether they travel it Poſt, or go it ſlow- 
ly ; whether they are ſet at 7 to go it, by 
the quick diſpatch of a ſudden Diſeaſe, or by a flow- 
working one; whether by an Apoplexy, a Convulſi- 
on, or a lingering Conſumption. At whatever Hour 
Whey are called to be gone, at Evening, Midnight, or 
We che Cock-crowing, or in the Morning, they are 
appy. Their Father hath his Arms open to receive 
hem, and his Mouth open too to tell them, That all he 
ath, is theirs; his Kingdom, his Conſolations, his 
Glory, and what not: And, they have their Hearts 
and Deſires open and enlarged, to go to him, and 
drink of the Rivers of his Pleaſures for evermore. 


Our LoRD told his Diſciples, He went to his Fa- 
her and their Father, to his GoD and their Go p: 
und in due Time, all his Ele& go after him, to expe- 
rience the Bowels and Mercies of this their promiled, 
and fore-noticed Father, who can make up the Lofles 
df all his dutiful Children, and. compenſate for all the 


end, 
Il of 
their 


whe 


U dear Relations they have left behind them, for a little 
b oh hile longer here on Earth. Tho' Chriſt's Diſciples 
7 5 and Miniſters leave a Family behind them, their Hea- 
„ | 


enly Father compenſates this Loſs, by putting them 
nto his Family in Heaven, his perfect, pure, and ſpot- 
eſs One: Tho' they leave a Wife and Children, they 


e, as 
and 


ons; o where they make up a Part of the Society of the 
N Bride, the Lamb's Wife, in her moſt Glorious Conditi- 
nel on; and where they enjoy the Company of the gene- 
their ral Aſſembly of the Firf-born: Tho they leave Spiri- 
then tual Children, their afflicted Flocks on Earth, they go, 
** if they have been uſeful Miniſters, as yours hath been, 
— 9 the Comfortable Society of thoſe departed Saints, to 


whom Go Þ hath made them Spiritual Fathers, and 
ejoyce with them in their Joy, and ſhare with them in 


heir Glory, £ Lo 
AIT 


AS ERNMON-on the\ Death 


FAILITH FVI Paſtors go to the Father, to Gop, whe 
is the Father, and their Father in particular. A Com- 
| fortable Word! This is a Comfortable Title, under 
which Go is ſet forth as ready to receive the Faith- 
ful followers of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as well as Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf. IJaſcend unto my Father, and your Father, 
Johan xx. 17. | e 


1. Tx1s Title holdeth forth Go p to us, as One 
that is loving and affectionate in his Temper. A Fa- 
ther without love is abominated, and reckoned a Brute, 
or a Monſter, even among Men that are evil. And, 
can we think then, that G0 p, the All- perfect and 
Spotleſs Go p, wanteth Love? Or falleth under ſuch 
2 ſcandalous defect? No, no: As he is ſet forth to his 
Creatures, as a Father: So he hath the Affections, 
Tendcrneſs and Bowels that become One that ſtand- 
eth in fuch a Relation. And, if Love, powerful Love, 
with all the Expreſſions and Manifeſtations of it, can 
make thoſe that live, labour, and die in the Lox», 
happy ; ſuch as do ſo, muſt be happy, when they are 
got to Gop. GoD will love them better than the 
love themſelves : He'll make them ſtand amazed at his 
Love. They fhall find thoſe Words of Chriſt true to 
the uttermoſt, when once got home to him, Job. xvi. 
17. My Father himſelf loveth you. 


2. Tx1s Title ſetteth forth Gop to us, as One 
from whom, thoſe that go to dwell with him, may ex- 
pect all good Gifts, Matth, vii. 9. Or what Man is tben N 
of you, whom if bis Son ask Bread, will be give him eo 
Stone ? V. 11. If ye then being Evil, know how to give of 
good Gifts to your Children, How much more ſhall your Fu- h 
ther which is in Heaven, give good Gifts to bis Children oi 
Now, if our Heavenly Father, is a Father of Gifts, and Ny 
One freer to his People, than other Fathers are to their F 

Children, 
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will He be to them, when they are gone to dwell in 
his Preſence in Heaven? They ſhall certainly inherit 
all Things tfiete: By his univerſal, unconfined; per- 
fect Bounty, He will ſhew himſelf to be their Father, 
and they ſhall àppear to be his Sons, Rev. xxi. 7. He - 
that overcometh ſhall inberit all Things, and I will be bis 
Wl God, and he ſhall be my Son. e 


3. To add no more, This Title Father, ſetteth forth 
GO p, as One that muſt be lovely, acceptable and de- 
lightful, to all thoſe that go out of the World to him, 
to dwell with him for ever. Gop the Father, to 
whom every good Shepherd under Chriſt, and all the 
Peep of Chrift go, for their eternal Reſt and Rewards, 
Ws One, in whom they can take the utmoſt Pleaſure, 
as well as One, who can take Pleaſure in them; is 
One whom they can love, as well as One who loveth 
hem; is One they cannot but praiſe, attribute Glory 
co, and fall down before, with Admiration, as well as 
One who will cloath them with Glory. Whoever g- 
th to Go p, goeth to One that he cannot but be en- 
amoured with, and give eternal Praiſes to. There is 
that Beauty and Lovelineſs in his Nature and Temper, 
which will always inſpire thoſe that dwell in his Pre- 
ſence, with a Spirit of Rapture and Joy. Bleſſed are 
hey that dwell in Go D's Heavenly Houſe and Tem- 
ple; they ſhall be fill, they ſhall be ever praiſing 


Him 


WAI muſt I ſay? To go to the Father, or to go 
to Go p, who is the Father of all Faithful Paſtors, and 
of their Faithful People too, is Privilege enough. 

his Sentence connoteth and intimateth Happineſs e- 
nough, if any can. It is expreſſive of more than our 
Eyes have ſeen, or our Ears heard of. It is to go to 
2 Friend and Patron, 1 everlaſting King, pro 
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Children, even while they are in this World; What ,- 
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hath an everlaſting Kingdom, everlaſting Ri 
Glory, Life, Joy, Peace, and every Thing : And 
what is yet better, it is to go to One, who is commus 
nicative of all theſe, to thoſe that go to dwell with 
him. Well might our Lo RD IJ ESVUs then, the great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, ſay to his Diſciples and Flock, 
If they loved him, they would rejoyce ; rejoyce at his go: 
ing out of the World ; becauſe he went to the Father ; 
And well may I turn the Text upon you that are Sor- 
rowing for a Faithful Paſtor, One ſubordinate to this 
great Shepherd, and that walked in his Steps, If ye loved 
him, ye would rejoyce, becauſe he is gone to the Father. _ 
Bur I proceed now to the SEcoN D Thing ob- 
ſervable in the Text, or at leaſt from the Tempers of 
his Diſciples and Flock, when he ſpoke the Words of 
it to them, (viz.) The Infirmities and Weakneſſes 
which the Flocks of Faithful Paſtors are prone to dif- 
cover, and to indulge themſelves in, as Expreſſions 
and Evidences of Love to them, upon their leaving the 
World, and going to this great Patron and Friend, the 
Father. They are prone to give themſelves up, and 
abandon themſelves to Sorrow and Tears. | 


Yov may ſuppoſe, the Tears ſtood in the Eyes of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, his little Flock, at this Time when 
he ſpoke theſe Words of the Text to them: You may 
fuppoſe, their Hearts were heavy; that they ſtruck 
upon their Thighs ; that they cried out, what ſhall 
* we do? what will become of us, when we are thus 
deprived ? and that they gave forth many ſuch out- 
ward Evidences,as theſe, of their Sorrow and Concern, 
at the Notices of Chriſt their Paſtor's going out of the 
World, to his Gop and Heavenly Father. There 
was ſomewhat, yea, a great deal of this; or Chriſt 
would not have blamed their preſent aflited Temper, , 
which they gave. way to. Read chap. xvi. 5, 6. 300 

; f you 
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you'll find, They were fo full of Sorrow, that they 
could not ſpeak to him; norfearce tell what he ſpoke 
to them, for Aſtoniſhment. Even forward and talkative {# 
Peter, was ſtruck dumb, we may ſuppoſe; for we her 
not of his opening his Mouth at this Time. Read the 
fore-quoted Place, But 'mow go away to bim that ſent 
ne; and none of you asketh me, Whether goeſt thou ? But 
becauſe I have ſaid theſe Things, Sorrow hath filled your 
Hearts. As ſoon as theſe dejected Diſciples of Chrift, 
could ſo far throw off their Diſturbance, about this 
Time, as to exerciſe calm Conſideration, we may be- 
lieve, their Minds work'd this way; They remembred 
the continued and comfortable Society they had en- 
joyed with ' this their Paſtor and Maſter, for about 
Three Years together; the free Admiffion he gave 
them always to him, for the Reſolution of their Doubts ; 
the familiar and uſeful Inſtructions that daily drop'd 
from him, for their Edification and Eſtabliſhment ; 
the Care he took of them, the Miracles he wrought 
before them, the Prayers he put up for them, &. 


We may believe, they remembred, how they had 
Jeft all for him; how they had conſtantly appeared 
with him in the Face of a Perſecuting World ; and 
what enmity the Fewiſh Doctors and Rulers had ex- 
preſſed againſt him, and againſt them too, for fol- 
lowing him. And, we may ſuppoſe, they now be- 
gan to think, all this would fall directly and ſolely up- 
on themſelves, who as yet, were very unfit to grap- 
ple with it, and bear it: They having none of that 
Wiſdom which dwelt in this their Maſter, to Anſwer 
their entangling Queſtions ; no ſuch Power as aſſiſted 
him, to work Miracles for the Countenancing of the 
Doctrines they had imbibed from him; nor ſuch uni- 
verſal Goodneſs as ſnined forth in him, wherewith to 
engage all, where-ever they came, by doing them 
kind Offices, We may believe, that they thought of 

32 ſuch 
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ſuch Loſſes, Inconveniencies and Difficulties as these 
as what were now a befalling them, from Chriſt's De- 
partute from them; and wept, and figh'd at them, 
without being able, as yet, to chear their Hearts and 
raiſe their Spirits, by any of the good Words of Pro- 
miſe, which he had ſpoken to them. Sadneſs and Af. 
fliction, and that only, prevailed in them, at the 
Thoughts of his going away from them, which would, 
as they judged, bring all theſe Evils upon them. 


* 


TRE ſhewed their Love to their Lo RD, by 
weeping and ſighing at the Thoughts of his Departure 
from them to Heaven, and at the Thoughts of the 
Conſequences of it to them: Or rather, they ſhewed 
their Love to themſelves, this way: For in Reality, 
they ſhewed more Love to themſelves, than to him. 


 Weerins and ſighing at the Thoughts of the 
Removal of a good Paſtor to Heaven, doth. ſhew forth 
ſome Love indeed: Theſe are Evidences of Love 
which our Infirm Natures eaſily diſcover and abound 
in. But then, as I have ſaid, there is a mixture of 
Self in this Love; there are great marks of Imperfe- 
ction upon it: And we ſhould ſhew forth greater, high- 
er, more rational, exalted, and refined Love, at 
the Removal of ſuch to G o p, if we could rejoyce at 
the Thoughts of their Happineſs with him, and raiſe 
our Minds to expatiate upon their Eternal Pleaſures, till 
we even felt gurſelyes happy in their Happineſs. 


Bur alas! Humane Nature is weak, and we can 
but riſe to a little height generally, in Love to depart- 
ing and departed Saints; if they are our Friends, if 
they are related to us, and do us Good. There is much 
of Selfiſbneſs, I have confels'd, in it; but yet it is of 'a 
pardonable Selfiſhneſs comparitively, We would hold 
good Men, good Paltors, and other uſeful ee af 
* | OD 
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30 p, if we could, ſtill longer with us, for our Edifi- 


; De- tion and Advantage, as the Diſciples of Chriſt would 
hem, eir Maſter; tho God calleth them away. We would 
and Nladly keep chem with us, yer the other term of Time; 
Pro- owe keep them out of Heaven, and from their Fa- 
d Af. er. We ſay, Not /o Lord; when Gop callech them 
the come preſently and ſuddenly. Chriſt knew, that 
ould, umane Nature was thus infirm. Perhaps he felt ſome- 


hat of its Propenſities this way, ſtrongly working in 
mſelf, when he wept at Lazarws Grave. Chriſt 
ew, I ſay it again, that thus infirm Humane Nature 
as, notwithſtanding its reception of the Grace of 


reure 
f the op in ſome Degree: And therefore he did not bear 
ewed rd upon his Diſciples, nor blame them very ſharply, 


ality, Mien they ſorrow'd at this Time, at the Notice of his 


m. ing from them to Heaven *, 
| the Txt Truth is, ſuch is the Infirmity of the honeſt- 
forth © Souls generally, in this World, that they cannot 
Love ithout Dithculty, get above Weeping and Sighs, for 
ound 2 departure of good Men, of good Miniſters eſpecial- 
re of who they firmly believe are gone toGlory, upon their 
erfe- n Account; upon the Account of the ſweet Coun- 
nigh- WF! they took with them; the good Exhortations they 
e, at Nceiv'd from them, and the refreſhing Conſolations 
ce at Mich drop'd from their Mouths. But ſetting aſide the 
raiſe Conſideration 
s, till — — — — 
Neque ſuos proſequi luftu Chriſtianis interdictum eſt quo- 
m fortitudo non eo ſpedtat, ut illos ferreos aut ſaxeos reddat, 
can d fides quam è Scripturis didicerunt, mortem peccati pœnam & 
part- pplicium eſſe docet unde ſenſus & irz Dei admonet, & Pecca- 
is. if m magis magiſque horribile ac deteſtandum predicat. Plorabant 
5, Evangelio duz Sorores Lazari, quamvis neutra carum ignora- 
nuch t, illum extremo ſaltem judicij die à mortuis excitandum. Fler 
of a t-& Chriſtus, qui tamen probe noyerat quomodo ad vitam quam 
hold te quatuor dies deſeruerat, eſſet illum revocaturus. Paulus item 
hay” em non Jatebat, Compendium eſſe mori, & lucu lento magno, 


e Jucro deputandum efls ut hinc ad Chriſtum ſolvatur. Pex 
art Epiſt ad viduam D. Mart. Buger, | 
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Conſideration of private Loſſes ; as ſuch Men'ani 
Miniſtersare a publick Loſs to the World, the | 
of Go p, the Kingdom to which they belong'd, thi 
Congregations to which they were immediately re 
ted, and to others to whom they preach'd with 4 N 
tation and Succeſs, it well becometh the greateſt a 
moſt perfect Chriſtians, to lament their Departure 
and they ſhew a Chriſtian Spirit in ſo doing. Botl 
Miniſters and People may well lament the Loſs of ot 
deceaſed Friend, and your worthy Paſtor, upon theſe Ad 
counts. Let me ſpeak, with many more who can het 
tily do it, the Words of David, concerning his worth 
Friend, and that amiable Soul, Jonathan, 2 Sam, i. 10 
Tam diſtreſſed for thee, my Brother. | 


Bur I ceaſe to encourage Sorrow, where it alreq 
dy prevaileth : I would not quite melt down and over 
whelm affected and afflicted Hearts. Let us procee 
to the Third Thing obſervable from the Words. 


III. W may obſerve the rational Evidences of Love 
which the Flocks of Faithful Paſtors ought to ſhe\ 
towards ſuch Paſtors, upon their leaving the Worl 
They ought to rejoyce, becauſe they go unto the Fa 
ther. If ye loved me, ſaith Chriſt to his Flock, y 
would ſhew your Love this way, Te would rejeyce, becau 
T ſaid, I go unto the Father, 


Tux Flocks of Faithful Paſtors ought to. forge 
themſelves in a juſt and honourable Meaſure, to Ja 
aſide the Senſe of their own Neceſſities and deſirable $ 
tisfactions, and to be concern'd about thoſe of thei 
departed Friend and ſpiritual Father. They ought nd 
to mourn over their own private Loſs, ungeneroul) 
and unkindly ; but to rejoyce and take pleaſure in th 
Departed's Gain. It becometh them, not to keep 0t 
Earth, poring upon what they themſelves have pare 
> - s 1 , | 5 ; Wi 
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ith ; but to mount above, and view what their Friend 
| the Lon p hatch gain d. They ſhould rejoyce, That 
weary Labourer, is got to Reſt; That One in La- 
purs more abundant, hath received his Reward; That 
dne that often cotaforted them, is comforted himſelf ; 
hat One that pray d for them, is now Praiſing; That 
at Tongue which preach d {oroften the ine of 
arture WS. Lamb, is now ſinging the Song of the Lamb. 

Boi ey ought to rejoyce, That One that led them to 
| ow Gop, is now enjoying Him; That Ons who led 
fe em carefully thro! the Wilderneſs, towards it, is now 
n heut into the Poſſeſſion of the Heavenly Canaan him- 
worte; That One that ſow'd in Tears, and wept for 
. 1. m, hath now all Tears wipe d away from his Eyes; 

| at One who liv'd among Strangers and Enemies, is 
v got home to his Father's Houſe ; That two ſuch 

bends are happily met together, as a loving and kind 
ther, and a loving and dutiful Son. | 


t alreq 
d over 
procee 
WouLD not a common Hireling reckon you un- 
ad, and even baſe-ſpirited, if you were diſpleas d at 
receiving his Reward, as ſoon as his Maſter is wil- 
g to give it him? And is it not unkind then in you, 
may it not juſtly be reckon'd ſo, to be diſturb d an 
licted, that your worthy Paſtor and Labourer in the 
ork of the LorD, is call'd by his Gracious Maſter to 
zive his Reward, ſooner than you expected, or than 
any others do. Forget yourſelves, and your own 
ills and Intereſts a little, and be conſiderate. Would 
du have Gop's Sons and Servants ſtay longer in a ba- 
ſhed and diſtant Eſtate, than Gop ſeeth fic? Would 
du have em put to endure more Labours, more 
fferings, Toils, Triak, than are meet, and all to pleaſe 
du, who yet profeſs to love them? | 


f Love 
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Dip not Chriſt impute it to want of a rational 40 
well-govern'd Love, that his Diſciples afflicted the 
ſelves, and griev'd at his going away from this Earth 
Conſider, if the ſame Defe& will not be found in you 
if you do not rejoyce in Spirit, at the Thoughts of 
Paſtor dear to you, and dear to Gop, being remoy{ 
to his heavenly Father's Houſe, © 


> ated wo ww I 


Leer me ask you, if I need to do it, Did you ne 
love him? If ſo; and if Chriſt's Words be true, yo! 
ought to rejoyce atthe Removal of him, of whom 0 
have very little Reaſon to doubt, or any other, Th 
he is gone to a State of Happineſs and Joy 
am not calling you to forget or ſlight One that hat 
been faithful ro you; to conſider him as now in th 
Grave, and there to leave him: No, I am calling you 
remember him after the moſt friendly manner, to gf 
after his Soul to Heaven, to conſider its Joys there, ti} 
abide with it in your Thoughts as much as you pleaſe 
till you arrive there with it. I am calling you to rt 
member your Paſtor heroically, Chriſtianly, exaltedl 
joyouſly, charitably, without murmuring at your o 
Loſs. I am even calling you to keep Go D the Fa 
ther, and him company, and to hold Communion wit 
both, by Love and Deſire of Union with them. Ta 
calling you to think how he is treated in the hight 
World; to conſider how God loveth him and reward 
eth him; how Abraham, Iſaac, &c. welcome him tt 
fit down with them in the Kingdom of Light and Love 
Jam calling you to go after him in your Thoughts, ani 
ſee him, where he is better treated, than he was hen 
on Earth: Though ſaying this, I do not reflect upo! 
you for any Diskindneſs, or the leaſt Neglect towatd 
him. But alas! what is the greateſt Kindneſs of Met 
that are evil, when compar'd with the everlaſting Kind 
n 
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neſs of the Go bp of Love ? What are all your Endear- 
ments to thoſe of Abraham's Boſom? What are all your 


Miniſtrations and Services to be reckon'd of, which 
Ear you have ſhew'd, or could ſhew, if compar'd with thoſe 
in youll of Angels and glorify'd Saints, which they ſhew one to 
hts another, in the Land and Kingdom of Love? 


I DARE ſay, I exhort you no otherwiſe ro ſhew 
Your Love, than he himſelf would do, could he come 


you nol gain from the World he is call'd to, to ſpeak to you. 
ze, yo Were this allow'd, I dare ſay, he would tell you, He 


ath found a Facher truly Good, Generous and Kind, 
deyond all that he could declare to you of Him, while 
loath'd with Mortality: That tho' he lov'd you, and 


nat hai ou him, yet he would not chooſe to leave his preſent 
in th lanſion, to come again amongſt you, to be tempted 
> you ried, contract Sin, and labour with Wearineſs and 
„to gf aintulneſs. We read of one Taraſins *, who ſorrowing 
ere, mmoderately for his Daughter that was dead, his Bro- 
u pleaſeber Photins writ to him after this manner: Suppoſe, 
u to ich he,“ thy Daughter ſhould appear to thee, and 
xaltedly taking thee by the Hand, ſhould kils it, with a 


chearful and ſmiling Countenance, ſaying, My Fa- 
ther, why doſt thou affli& thyſelf in this manner? 
* Why doſt thou bemoan me, as if I was gone toan 
evil State? My Lot is fallen to me in Paradiſe; a 
Place moſt ſweet to behold, and far ſweeter to en- 
joy ; but the Experiment exceeds all Belief. Into 
this the crooked Serpent cannot wind himſelf, as he 
did into that of our Forefathers. There is none 


Our. 
the Fa 
ion wit 
. Ia 
> hight 
rewaf( 
him t 
nd Love 


zhts, aui amongſt us, but whoſe Minds are impregnable, and 
was her ** Cannor 
ect upon : : 

toward 275 ) 


; of Mer Vid. Epiſt. 235, Photii. I have given you the Tran/lation of thi: 
art of it, in the Words of an eminent Divine, Dr. Patrick in his Wits 
eſſes to Chriſtianity, P. 2. 
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c manner, (as far as Man can ſee Him) and are ra- 


4 plain the leaſt Part of them. Thou, and my Mo- 


— 1 


— — — 


— amn 


% cannot be overcome by any Artifice ; nor can we 
*- defire to be gratify'd with any greater Good. We 
© are all of us Wiſe with the Divine Wiſdom. Our 
* whole Life is a continual magnificent Feſtival in the 
c Enjoyment of infinite and unſpeakable good Things, 
cc Being ſplendidly cloath'd, we ſee Gon in a ſplendid 


cc viſhed with his inexplicable Beauty. — Now while 
I converſe with thee, a moſt mighty Love to theſe 
Things draws me away, and ſuffers me not to ex- 


ther, ſhall one Day come hither, and then confeſs, 
*© I have ſaid very little of theſe great good Things, 
** Suppoſe, ſaith Photius, thy Daughter ſhould after the 
** like manner ſpeak to thee, wouldſt thou not be 
** aſham'd to continue thy Lamentations ? And if up- 
* on a Child's ſaying theſe Things, we ſhould grow 
© better content, &e. ſhall we not when our Com- 
* mon Creator and Lord crieth, Eye hath not ſeen, 
* nor Ear heard, neither have enter'd into the Heart 
* of Man, the Things which God hath prepar'd 
* for them that love Him? Ah! we have Reaſon 
enough, if we believe any thing of the Scripture De- 
ſcriptions of Heaven and its Joys ; any thing of ous 
heavenly Father's Houſe and its Entertainments, ta 
conclude, That thoſe gone thither, would (if they 
were allow'd to come back and converſe with us) tell 
us, That if we lov'd them rationally and wiſely,” we 
would rejoyce at the Thoughts of that bleſſed Eſtate 
they are enter d upon, and prepare to follow them this 
ther; not wiſh them back again with us. | 


Now from this Text and the Doctrine deliver'd 
from it, we may ſee, 


J. T His 
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Our I. TR Ax it is the Lot of the Flocks of Chriſt, their 

n the ordinary Lot, to be depriv'd of their Paſtors. Jeſus 

auf hriſt's own little Flock experienc d this Treatment, 
en 


and it was not dealt with ſingularly and out of the com- 


on Way: All the Flocks and Churches of Chriſt, that 
while NMhucceeded them, and have been gather'd out of the 
theſe orld ſince, have had dying Paſtors to ſpeak to them, 
O EX» 


nd have been made up of dying People themſelves. 


Mo- ruly, you of this Congregation, ſee Evidences of the 
nfels, Truth of this. You have three Families now amongſt 
hings, ou, the Heads of which were your Paſtors, and died 
er the n the Service and Work of the LORD towards your 
Ot be ouls. You have parted with eloquent, zealous and 
if up duſtrious Guides. Many of you have liv'd under 
groß eeir Miniſtrations, and over-liv'd their Perſons. Think 
Com- ow what Improvement you have made, and what 
t ſeen, ood there is done upon your Souls, by theſe Planters 
Heart nd Waterers. Examine, How ready you are to fol- 
wy ld We them, when the ſame Call is ſent to remove you. 
ealon 


cou have parted with all of them under the moſt com- 
Wortable Hopes of their going to the Father : I pray Gov 
or you, and pray you for yourſelves, That you may 
ot be loſt and eternally ſeparated from ſuch Friends 
nd Guides, 


II. We may ſee, That it ſheweth Love, to ſorrow 
at the departing of a faithful Paſtor, becauſe of the 
Loſs we ſuſtain thereby: But it ſheweth more exalted 
and rational Love to turn our Paſſions into another 
Strain, and to rejoyce in his Gain and Happineſs: F 
ou loved me, ye, 8&6. 


Ir you in particular, find this hard to do, compare 
F Our State and Circumſtances with thoſe of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, at this Time, ne ſee if you may not wich 
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as little Difficulty receive Chriſt's Word, as they could, 
Your Loſs is great; but theirs was greater. Your Los 
is ſhocking, but theirs was more ſo: Your Paſtas, 
went abroad, and truſted to come back again, to 
ſee you, and dwell with you, and labour among you, 
as formerly, if the Lok D would; but he was pre- 
vented: GOD would have him come home to Himlſelt, 
and not return to you. Gop took him away ſuddenly; 
tis true; but yet by a natural Death and Diſtem- 
per; whereas theſe Diſciples Paſtor, and their and our 
Common Lord, was to be cut off by the Violence and 
Perſecution of his Enemies. Again, The Times were 
as bad, and as dangerous to the Church of God, in 
theſe Apoſtles Days, as they are now, and more fo. 
The Goſpel-Church had more Enemies, in proportion 
to its Extent, and was in a poorer Eſtate then, than 
it is in now. Theſe Diſciples had more need, in 
their own Apprehenſions and Opinions, of a longer 
Abode of their Paſtor with them, than you have. Their 
Paſtor was as dear to them, as yours could be ro you, 
to be ſure; and yet they mult loſe him; and Joy, at 
the ſame Time, was more their Duty, and would have 
been a truer Evidence of Love, than Sorrow -and 
Tears. I might add much more, to ſhew you, that 
this Duty and Inſtance of Love towards departing, or 
departed Paſtors, wiz. RKejoycing that ſuch are going, 
or gone to the Father, muſt be an eaſier Practice to 
you, than it could be to theſe Diſciples. 


I T is true, this Ingredient of Sorrow, this Aggrs 
vation of your Loſs you have felt in your Separation 
from all the Three Paſtors you have parted with, you 
have not been preſent with them, when a leaving you, 
to hear their laſt Inſtructive *, Conſolatory and Vale- 

k | dictory 
+ Er nunc me. cumprimis id male haber, quod morienti nod 


2dfuerim, & extrema verba 2 ſumme pietatis fuiſſe non dubi 
to, cum aliis exceperim vide Epiſt, Pet. Martyr ut ſupra. 
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CID OA: 
could. Wictory Words, as Chriſt's Diſciples: were with their 
Loſs aſtor and Lo D, through the ſuddenneſs, or thro? 


Paſtas, 
in, to 
vou, 


he violence of their Diſtempers and Death. But you 
ay read the Works of Two of them; you may warm 
our Hearts at their Heavenly Fire, and beget new 


5 pre- Neliſhes and Taſts of the Things of GoD in yeur own 
imſelf, pirits, by ſeeing the Workings of theirs, &c. You 
denly; ay remember the Work and Labour of Love, of all 
iſtem - f chem in the Miniſtry. And you may well conceive, 


1d our 


hat they would have ſaid, and how they would have 
ce.and 


oken in your hearing, and to you, had Go p per- 


were itted them this Liberty. They would no doubt have 
D, in rofeſſed their Faith, declared their Hopes, and told 
Tre ſo. ou where they were a going, as our Lok p did his 
ortion WWiſciples. They would have recommended Religion 
, than you, and their Doctrine which hath been agreea- 
2d, in le to it; and beg'd of you, for your Good, and 
longer ieir Rewards ſake, not to loſe the Things which 
Their hey had wrought. They would have Prayed for 
o you, ou, commended Unity, Peace and Order to you, 
oy, at id have committed your precious Souls to the 


eping of GoD, and to the Care of Chriſt, the 
reat Shepherd of the Sheep ; who liveth for ever- 
ore, hath the Reſidue of the Spirit, and can raiſe 
p other Paſtors for you, to perfect what is lacking 
your Faith. | 


d have 
and 
„ that 
12, or 
going, 
tice to 
3. To repeat it again, and give you Line upon 
ine, for your Comfort, Conſolation and Compoſure 
ff Spirit; You may ſee, whither Faithful Miniſters, 


Aggra | 
nd Faithful People go, when they die, and take Com- 


1ration 


1, youre at the Departure of both, even to the Farther. One 
g you, the moſt careful and able of Relations, is a Father; 
| Vale- ne of the tendereſt and kindeſt: And to ſuch a Re- 
dictoryc10n they are gone. Now, we are ſollicitous about 


Child no longer, when we know, it is gone to its 


ather ; We fear not its falling into Danger any longer, 
- when 


nti non 


n dubb 
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when we know it is gone to a good One: We af 
not ourſelves about it, as wanting any Thing geg 
for it. Well, this is the Caſe of all Faithful Chriſtiag 
Miniſters and People, thus they are dilpoſed of, wh 
they die. And it being thus with them, let us rejoye 
in their Lot. This way remember the State of this you 
laſt Paftor, and that of thoſe that went before Hi 
from among you, who ſpoke unto you the fame Wolf 
of Life; whoſe Faith follow conſidering the End 
their Converſation. KOs = 


T'L L add one Word more; If you love your depant 
ed Paſtors, gone to the Father, need I tell you, you 
Comfort, and ſhew all Reſpect to their deprived F 
milies, their Widows and Fatherleſs . Theſe will 
countenanced and aſſiſted by you, as Occaſion requi 
reth, for their Sakes. But I give theſe hints only 
2 little Teſtimony of Love and Reſpect; and lea 

you to the Aged and more Experienced *, to hell 
and receive Advice, in the Afternoon, Fob xxxii. | 
Days ſhould ſpeak, and Multitude of Years ſhould teat 
Wiſdom. 2 1 


N Dr. Williams, 1 
FINIS. 
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